Information Writing
Days 1-15
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Information Writing Day 1

Today | want to teach you that informative writers
brainstorm topics to write about.

Brainstorm: to think about ideas

To do: on the sheet of paper labeled “Day 17, brainstorm
some topics you might like to write about!
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Information Writing Day 2

Today | want to teach you informative writers “try out” the
topics that they brainstormed by trying to write what they
know.

To do: Pick a topic to write about. If you can only think of 1
or 2 sentences to write about then you may need to pick a
different topic to “try out”. Use worksheets labeled “Day 2.
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Information Writing Day 3

Today | want to teach you informative writers choose a
topic they know the most about and brainstorm headings
and 3 details to go with it.

To do: Pick your topic that you know most about. Use the
worksheet labeled “Day 3" to brainstorm heading ideas
and 3 details that go with the heading.
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Information Writing Day 4

Today | want to teach you after informative writers break
up their ideas into headings they begin to write their first
chapter/heading.

To do: Use your “Day 3” planning sheet to turn all 3 of your
details for “Heading 1" into full sentences.
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Information Writing Day 5

Today | want to teach you that informative writers add a
topic sentence at the beginning of their paper that
introduces the details. The topic sentence is before the
details.

Topic sentence: a topic sentence sums up the whole page
and tells the reader what the whole page will be about. It is
NOT a detail/fact.

Example:
Heading: Kinds of Dogs
Topic sentence: There are many different kinds of dogs in

the word.
Detail 1: There are Cocker Spaniels and German

Shepherds.

To do: Rewrite “Heading 1" and include a topic sentence
before your details.
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Information Writing Day 6

Today | want to teach you informative writers keep working
on their first drafts and include:
1 more heading page with:
A topic sentence
3 facts

To do: Use your planning sheet from “Day 3" to write
Heading 2, topic sentence, and 3 details/facts.
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Information Writing Day 7

Today | want to teach you informative writers keep working
on their first drafts and include:
1 more heading page with:
A topic sentence
3 facts

To do: Use your planning sheet from “Day 3" and
worksheet labled Day to write Heading 3, topic sentence,
and 3 details/facts
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Informative Writing Day 8

Today | want to teach you that informative writers use text
features in their writing to help the reader understand the
topic. One of these features is a diagram.

Diagram: A drawing that glves the reader more information
by using abels. - . -
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Informative Writing Day 9

Today | want to teach you that informative writers can add
bold words.

Bold Words: important words that will tell the reader what
they mean in the glossary. Write in bold words that an
expert would use.

To do: Add to your writing pages important words that
teach the reader. Make sure to make the words big and

dark!

You can rewrite your pages to fit them in.
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Information Writing Day 10

Today | want to teach you informative writers add a
glossary to the back of their writing to define the bold
words.

Glossary: includes bold words and tells the reader what
they mean.

To do: fill out the glossary page for the bold words you
came up with and that you wrote in your pages.
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Information Writing Day 11

Today | want to teach you that informative writers include a
table of contents.

Table of contents: lists the headings (chapters) in your
book.

To do: Look back at your heading in your book ( Heading
1, Heading 2, Heading 3) and write them in the table of
contents page.
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Information Writing Day 12

Today» | want to teach you information writers add an
introduction page at the beginning of their book as the
page that comes before their Heading 1.

An introduction page tells the readers what will be inside
their book and WHY you wrote it.

To do: Look at the checklist for “What Makes a Good
Introduction Page” and write sentences on the page
labeled introduction on the top for Day 12
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Information Writing Day 13

Today | want to teach you that good writers use a
checklist to make their writing the best it can be.

To do: You will look at the checklist for Day 13 and choose
one thing to work on. Then, record it on your goal sheet.

Day 1%

Name

What do | want to make better in my writing?

Choose 1 thing from the rubric

My goal is
because
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Non Fiction Writing Checklist

I wrote a beginning!

Hook ?2?7???

Told topic * T am writing about

My writing has different parts (table of contents)

Chapter 1
Chapter 2
Chapter 3

I wrote what I knew in each part. (Chapter)

T used different types of infermation

- Facts

- Step by step
- Tips

- details

- definitions

I used different types of sentences usihg

- and, or, but, because
- Listing 3 items



Informative Writing Day 14

Today | want to teach you that good writers use a
checklist to make their writing the best it can be.

To do: You will look at the checklist for Day 14 and choose
one thing to work on. Then, record it on your goal sheet.

DO\\/ |-

Name

What do | want to make better in my writing?

Choose 1 thing from the rubric

My goal is
because
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Non Fiction Writing Checklist

I wrote a beginning!

Hook ???7?

Told topic * T am writing about

My writing has different parts (table of contents)

Chapter 1

Chapter 2
Chapter 3

T wrote what I knew in each part. (Chapter)

|T used different types of information

- Facts

- Step by step
- Tips

- detdils

- definitions

I used different types of sentences using

- and, or, but, because
- Listing 3 items



Information Writing Day 15
Today you will put your whole book together!

Your final draft in this order:
1. Title page

2. Table of contents

3. Introduction page

4. Heading 1 -final draft
5. Heading 2 - final draft
6. Heading 3- final draft
7. Glossary

8. About the author page
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Opinion Writing
Days 16-20

Name




Opinion Writing Day 16

Today | want to teach you that writers brainstorm what
thev ] bout a topic before-ti |

Brainstorm: to think of ideas
Opinion: how you feel about something (good or bad, the
best or the worst)

To Do:
1. Brainstorm a list of what you know about cats and
dogs. Use the word bank for ideas!
2. Use your brainstorm to help you sort your brainstorm

notes into your positive opinions and negative
opinions for each animal.
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Opinion Writing Day 17

Today | want to teach you that writers give reasons for why
they have their opinion. This helps explain your ideas -
maybe you will change someone’s mind!

To do:
1. Use your brainstorm from yesterday to decide which
is better: cats or dogs?
2. List your reasons in full sentences.
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Opinion Writing Day 18

Today | want to teach you that writers put their ideas into
paragraphs when they explain their opinions. They also

make comparisons to show why one thing is better than

the other.

Paragraph: a group of several sentences that are all about
one idea.

Compétisons: explaining how two different things are
similar and different (in this case, better or worse).

To do:
1. Use your outline of 3 reasons from yesterday to turn
your opinion into a paragraph! Use full sentences.
2. Use the checklist for things to include in your
paragraph. Make sure to use the sentence starters!
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Opinion Writing Day 19

Today | want to teach you that writers rewrite and set
goals to make their writing even better - this will help you
be more persuasive!

Rewrite: write again
Persuasive: changing someone’s mind to agree with you

To do:
1. Read the model of an opinion paragraph.
2. Set a goal for what you want to improve before you
rewrite your opinion paragraph.

a. Example: My goal is o make more connections because

examples make my opinion more interesting for the reader.

b. Example: My goal is o check my spelling and handwriting
because | want the reader to understand my ideas so they
aagree with me. |

3. Rewrite your persuasive paragraph!
4. Complete the checklist to make sure you remembered
to do everything in an opinion paragraph.
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What do | want to make better in my writing?

Choose 1 thing from the rubric
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because
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Write your opinion!

Dogs are better than Cats because

dogs can make good watch dogs. They know
how fo bark loudly and cats don't. Also, dogs
like to play more with their owners. Cats cuddie
but don't play very much with people. Another
‘reason that dogs are better than cats is that they
like to be around people more. Some cats
prefer to hide under things or sit by themselves.
Finally, dogs need exercise and need to be
walked every day. Walking a dog is good
exercise for people. Cats do not need to be
walked. Therefore, cat owners will not get as
much exercise as dog owners. These are a few
reasons that dogs are better pets than cats.

Encourage your strong writers to add a connection:
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Dogs make better pets because they can talk to
you by barking loudly. For example, once, my
dad forgot that our dog was outside, and we §
knew to let her in because she barked loudly for
all to hear.
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Opinion Writing Day 20

Today you will write an opinion paragraph about a topic of
your choice!

To do:
1. Brainstorm what you like and don’t like about two

topics. Pick any two things that you can compare!

a. Example: video games and board games
b. Example: art or science
c. Example: Hmong New Year or 4th of July

2. List your reasons on the next page in full sentences.
3. Write your paragraph!
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Now, you will support your opinion with Dag
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